
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5099

As of January 25, 2013

Title:  An act relating to fuel usage of publicly owned vehicles, vessels, and construction 
equipment.

Brief Description:  Concerning fuel usage of publicly owned vehicles, vessels, and construction
equipment.

Sponsors:  Senator Rivers.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Governmental Operations:  1/28/13.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

Staff:  Karen Epps (786-7424)

Background:  By the year 2015, all state agencies must satisfy 100 percent of their fuel 
needs for all vessels, vehicles, and construction equipment from electricity or biofuels.  By 
June 1, 2010, the Department of Commerce (Commerce) must adopt rules to address criteria 
and a phase-in schedule for state agencies and local government subdivisions of the state to 
convert their fleet to electricity and biofuels.  Compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, 
or propane may be substituted for electricity or biofuel if Commerce determines that 
electricity and biofuel are not reasonably available.

By the year 2018, cities and counties must satisfy 100 percent of their fuel needs for all 
vessels, vehicles, and construction equipment from electricity or biofuels.  By June 1, 2015, 
Commerce must adopt rules to address criteria and a phase-in schedule for cities and counties 
to convert their fleet to electricity and biofuels.  Transit agencies using compressed natural 
gas on June 1, 2018, are exempt from this requirement.

In order to phase in this requirement, state agencies and local governments, to the extent 
practicable as determined by Commerce, must achieve 40 percent fuel usage using electricity 
or biofuel for publicly owned vessels, vehicles, and construction equipment by June 1, 2013.

Summary of Bill:  Local governments must, to the extent practicable as determined by each 
local government, meet the existing requirement that by the year 2018, they will satisfy 100 
percent of their fuel needs for all vessels, vehicles, and construction equipment from 
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electricity or biofuels.  Police, fire, and emergency vehicles; certain engine retrofits; and 
conventional vehicles owned before June 1, 2018, are exempt from this requirement.

The rules that Commerce must adopt by June 1, 2015, must include recommendations to 
local governments on mechanisms or frameworks that could be used when considering cost, 
fuel availability, and other conversion issues when the local government is determining the 
practicability of purchasing decisions.  Every local government must determine whether 
meeting this fuel requirement is practicable.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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